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Randolph P. Barton, a trustee at the Essex Institute and an advisory trustee at the Peabody Museum, said the

proposed consolidation will be formally voted on by members and trustees at each museum next month. He

stressed the consolidation is motivated by cultural, not financial, reasons. "It has nothing to do with finances . . .

Attendance and sales for this year have been up at both museums.   
 
FULL TEXT 
  

SALEM -- An agreement to consolidate the Essex Institute and Peabody Museum, two of the North Shore's largest

cultural institutions, is expected to be made in the next month, officials said this week.  

Randolph P. Barton, a trustee at the Essex Institute and an advisory trustee at the Peabody Museum, said the

proposed consolidation will be formally voted on by members and trustees at each museum next month. He

stressed the consolidation is motivated by cultural, not financial, reasons. "It has nothing to do with finances . . .

Attendance and sales for this year have been up at both museums. We have considered doing this because the

two museums are compatible organizations and very complementary . . . This would create a new entity. It would

bring the Essex Institute and the Peabody Museum into a totally new museum," Barton said.  

The Peabody Museum, believed to hold the world's largest collection of Asian artifacts, preserves the maritime

heritage of the North Shore. The Essex Institute collects and interprets the history of Salem and neighboring

communities through an extensive research library. It also maintains a neighborhod of historic homes.  

The possibility of consolidating the two musuems has been raised frequently in the last two decades, but came to

fruition two years ago when a special committee consisting of trustees of both museums was formed to study the

possibility in depth, Barton said.  
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